Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 130 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.062; wR factor = 0.096; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.4.
In the crystal of the title compound, [Ni(CO 3 )(C 14 H 32 P 2 )], the metal center in each of three independent molecules shows slight tetrahedral distortion from ideal square-planar coordination geometry, with angles between the normals to the planes defined by the cis-P-Ni-P and cis-O-Ni-O fragments of 3.92 (17), 0.70 (16) and 2. 17 (14) in the three molecules. In the crystal, there are intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds that show a laminar growth in the ab plane. 
Related literature

Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(CO 3 Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ). (Aresta et al., 1975 , Anderson et al., 2010 , to produce carbonyl and carbonato derivatives. We recently published the complex [(dippe)Ni(CO 3 )] with a methanol solvate (González-Sebastián et al., 2012) .
The asymmetric unit consists of three [(dippe)Ni(CO 3 )] discrete molecules of the neutral complex ( Figure 1 ). The Ni (II) atom is coordinated by two P atoms of dippe ligand and two oxygen atoms of the carbonato anion. The metal center in 3 independent molecules A, B and C of [(dippe)Ni(CO 3 )] shows slight tetrahedral distortion from ideal square planar coordination geometry, with the angle between the normals to the planes defined by the two cis-P-Ni-P and cis-O-Ni-O fragments of 3.92 (17), 0.70 (16) and 2.17 (14)° respectively, these being larger than the limiting value of 0° for squareplanar coordination in [(dippe)Ni(CO) 2 ]CH 3 OH (González-Sebastián et al. 2012) . Additionally the Ni(II) atom is situated 0.040 (1), 0.0057 (9), 0.0095 (9) Å above the P1/P2/O1/O2 plane in A, B and C molecules respectively. These deviations from planarity, which can be attributed to some steric efect of the dippe ligand and intermolecular interactions of the carbonato ligand, are somewhat shorter than the distortion from ideal square-planar coordination geometry observed on 
The compound [(dippe)NiCl 2 ] (98.0 mg, 0.25 mmol) was slowly added into a solution of commercially available KOH (28.0 mg, 0. 50 mmol) in H 2 O (5 ml) under constant stirring at room temperature. After 15 min of reaction, a red solution was observed. At this point the reaction mixture was evaporated to dryness under vacuum and the obtained red-wine residue was re-dissolved in THF (5 mL) and filtrated via cannula using a Schlenk flask. After a couple of days of cooling in the dry-box fridge at -30 °C, yellow crystals suitable for X ray diffraction studies were obtained. 
Refinement
H atoms attached to C atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions, and refined as riding on their parent atoms, with C-H distances fixed to 0.98 (methyl CH 3 ), 0.99 (methylene CH 2 ) and 1.00 Å (methine CH), and with U iso (H) = 1.5Ueq(methyl C) or 1.2Ueq(C). Special details Geometry. All s.u.'s (except the s.u. in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell s.u.'s are taken into account individually in the estimation of s.u.'s in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between s.u.'s in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. Symmetry codes: (i) x+1, y, z; (ii) x−1, y, z; (iii) x+1/2, −y+1/2, z+1/2; (iv) −x+1, −y, −z+1.
Computing details
